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SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND ON OUSTER OP PONMIN ARAUZ CASTEX 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 0269 

1 . OVER THE WEEKEND THERE WAS SOME SPECULATION IN THE PRESS 
THAT MRS. PERON'S DECISION TO OUST PONMIN ARAUZ CASTEX 
RESULTED FROM HER UNHAPPINESS OVER HIS HANDLING OP THE 
MALVINAS CRISIS (SEE SEPTEL). THIS MAY HAVE BEEN A MINOR 
PACTOR, BUT CLEARLY IT WAS NOT THE DETERMINING ONE. ARAUZ 
CASTEX'S PATE WAS SEALED BY THE PACT THAT HE IS A POLITICAL 
ALLY OP ROBLEDO AND A LUDER APPOINTEE. 

2. INTERESTINGLY, IT NOW APPEARS THAT HE MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN 
A VICTIM OP EX-FONMIN ALBERTO VIGNES' WELL KNOWN THIRST TO 
AVENGE HIMSELP AGAINST THOSE HE BELIEVES TO HAVE WRONGED 
HIM. ON JAN 14 ONE OP VIGNES' STAFP AIDES INFORMED POL 

COUNS THAT EX-PONMIN VIGNES WAS MAKING SERIOUS ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST ARAUZ CASTEX. THESE ALLEGATIONS HAD TO DO PRINCIPALLY 
WITH SO-CALLED "REEMERGENCE OP COMMUNISTS IN THE POREIGN MINISTRY." 
AIDE SAID POL COUNS OF COURSE WAS WELL AWARE THAT THESE 
CHARGES WERE NOT TRUE. ARAUZ CASTEX HAD INDEED 
REINSTATED SEVERAL OPPICALS WHO HAD BEEN UNJUSTLY 
AND ARBITRARILY PIRED BY VIGNES, BUT NONE OP THESE 
OPFICIALS COULD IN ANY WAY BE DESCRIBED AS MARXIST 
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WAS VERY DISTRUBED BY FACT THAT VIGNES WAS INVOKING 
NAME OF SECY KISSINGER IN MAKING THESE CHARGES, AND 
HAD SUGGESTED TO MRS. PERON THAT USG WAS VERY DISTURBED 
BY REINSTATEMENT OF "COMMUNISTS" IN FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

2. POL COUNS POINTED OUT THAT USG HAD NOTHING TO DO 
WITH VIGNES' ALLEGATIONS, AND THAT NEITHER EMBASSY NOR 
SECY OF STATE KISSINGER HAD ANY CONTACT WITH EX-FONMIN 
VIGNES FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. POL COUNS SAID HE COULD 
ASSURE AIDE THAT IF VIGNES WAS INDEED INVOKING NAME 

OF SECY KISSINGER, HE WAS DOING SO ON HIS OWN. IT EQUALLY 
CLEAR, HE WENT ON, THAT USG COULD NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ANY SUCH UNAUTHORIZED STATEMENTS ON VIGNES' PART. 

USG WANTED BEST POSSIBLE RELATIONS WITH GOA, AND WOULD 
DEAL ON EQUAL BASIS WITH WHOMEVER LEGITIMATE AUTHORITIES 
APPOINTED AS FONMIN. 

3. PRESS REPORTS OVER WEEKEND HAVE CONFIRMED (A) THAT 
VIGNES HAS INDEED REEMERGED AS ONE OF MRS. PERON’S 
ADVISERS (SEE SEPTEL), AND (B) THAT PRIOR TO LAST WEEK'S 
CABINET CHANGES VIGNES HAD MADE CHARGES IN THE CASA ROSADA 
CONCERNING WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS REINSTATEMENT OF 
COMMUNISTS IN THE FONMINISTRY. THERE IS NO INDICATION 

IN THE PRESS OR FROM OTHER SOURCES, HOWEVER, THAT 
VIGNES DID IN FACT INVOKE SECY KISSINGER'S NAME IN 
MAKING THESE CHARGES. THE CHARGES THEMSELVES MAY 
HAVE BEEN A NAIL IN ARAUZ CASTEX'S COFFIN, BUT THEY 
CLEARLY WERE NOT THE BASIC CAUSE OF HIS POLITICAL 
DEMISE WHICH WAS, AS STATED ABOVE, HIS ASSOCIATION 
WITH ROBLEDO AND LUDER. 
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